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Young adult pig tailed maccaques (Maccaca nemestrina) were subjected to simulated long distance transport.
The animals were transported either in conventional wooden transport cages or in modified cages having a
wire mesh covered opening between adjacent cages, allowing visual and limited physical contact between the
animals. The transport was performed using a lorry and lasted for 10 hours plus 12 hours with a 2 hour stop in
between to simulate a transit situation. Urine was collected twice daily from the individual animals. The daily
cortisol excretion was determined 5 days before transport, during transport and 7 days after the transport.
The daily cortisol excretion was increased during transport and 3-4 days after the transport. Animals
transported in conventional cages without contact with conspecifics had higher excretion of cortisol than
animals with visual and tactile contact with their neighbors.

The reduction in urinary cortisol excretion in the animals having visual and limited physical contact with
conspecifics during transport suggests that transport stress in non-human primates could be reduced by a
simple modification of conventional transport cages.
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