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Duetting is a special form of singing interaction occurring in many animal species, and is generally defined as 
overlapping bouts of antiphonal or synchronous vocalizations by paired adult individuals or potential mates. 
Here, we document evidence of another type of overlapping song interaction between adult females and their 
offspring, that is, mother-offspring overlapping duetting. Our observations of three gibbon species indicated 
that immature offspring rarely produce vocalizations alone but vocalize to overlap their calls with the 
female-specific elaborate songs of their mothers. The call-onset time lags of overlapping calls between 
mother and offspring were stable, and the overlapping interactions were highly synchronised. Thus, these 
overlapping songs can be considered another form of duetting. Herein, we describe mother-offspring duetting 
and proposed the secondary function found only in gibbon duetting that would facilitate strong acoustical 
attachment during mother-offspring bonding. 
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